
1945 1950s 1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s
1945- European victory

1945- January, the Maori 
Battalion sailed aboard the 
Dominion Monarch home, 
arriving 

1945-1948- Permanent 
department staff ’s number 
increased more than 
doubled and continued to 
increase through to 1970s
.
1947- Peter Fraser, the Prime 
Minister sponsored the 1947 
legislation that changed the 
official us of ‘native’ to ‘Maori’

1949-When the first 
National government took 
office, Ernest Cobett took 
charge of Maori Affairs 
portfolio.

1950- During the 50’s and 60’s Maori 
lives in Maori Affairs appear to have 
been the strongest state it’s been in. 
For a range of services the Maori would 
usually turn to the Department.

1951- The first meeting of Maori 
women took place and the peak of 
months of organing, where more than 
300 women gathered in Wellington.

1953- Maori Affair Act (The 1953 Act) 
remained the main model/ representa-
tion for Maori for 40 years.

1957- Peter Fraser retired from his 
Prime Minister position.

1958-by this time only one of the 76 
tribal executives had passed a public 
health by-law 

1960- A major demographic transformation 
was clear to approach the Maori world.

The All Blacks toured South Africa. Protests 
occurred against the NZRFU’s decision to 
exclude Maori from the All Blacks team.

1961- Hanan and Hunn promoted that 
integration is a positive process, that the 
government has a duty ‘to see that there is a 
true merging of the two peoples, not a 
submerging of the minority people’ recog-
nized from his 1961 Waitangi Day speech.

1962- The Maori Women’s Welfare League 
and tribal committees renamed Maori 
committees in 1962 which continued and 
was able to negotiate with Maori Affairs.

1966- Maori migration peaked, 62% of Maori 
population were living in urban centres and 
Auckland was the choice of many where 19% 
of Maori lived in Auckland City.

1969- Following the Hunn report, a date was 
set and all Maori schools would be closed by 
1969.

1970 –Maoris were ready to publicly 
communicate their frustrations

New Zealand  Maori council 
assembled a young Maori Leaders 
Conference in the University of 
Auckland.

-Jack Hunn died.

1972- 14 September 1972 Maori 
Language day was declared by the 
Parliament

1975- Maori Land March was held.

1981- Maori contained almost a 
quarter of New Zealand’s total 
unemployment 

1984- Waitangi Tribunal progressing 
slowly, receiving 14 claims mainly on 
environmental concerns 

1987- Wi Kuki Kaa was directed by 
Barry Barclay on his first feature film 
‘Ngati’ which showcased events of a 
community battling to keep its 
frozen works.

1988- Maori suffered a 15.1% rate of 
job loss between 1988- 1991

1990- Maori household’s 
average income was 
about 20% below New 
Zealand household’s 
average income as a 
whole.


